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It’s our 7th anniversary and we are 

celebrating as usual with our Home-

town Heroes Banquet!  Last year, more 

than 450 folks joined us for a delicious 

dinner and an inspiring evening.  One 

privilege that we have each year is to 

honor our First Responders.   At our 

last banquet we honored eight heroes.  

Three of those eight heroes received the 

Brantley Pearce Memorial Award for 

their outstanding service to our commu-

nity. 

 

We would love to have you take part 

in our banquet this year and there are 

several ways that you can be a part.  

One way that you can take part is to 

be a Table Host.  As a Table Host you would serve as an ambassador for the ministry of Emergency Chaplains by bringing people 

that you know to sit at your table and learn more about the ministry that we do.  You would be responsible for making sure all 10 

seats at your table are filled, attend a Table Host training session before the banquet, and help us with follow up with your guests.  

Please contact Bill Wickward at 919-699-3032 or BWickward@gmail.com for more info. 

 

Another way that you can be a part of the banquet is to serve as a volunteer.  Since we are expect-

ing more than 500 guests we will need LOTS of help during the banquet.  We need several greet-

ers, help with registration, security, some light setup and cleanup…plus some help with miscella-

neous tasks.  If you have a servant’s heart, a flexible spirit, and a pleasant smile we want you on 

our team!  Please contact Chris Thomas if you would like to help out at the banquet.  His number 

is 336-263-1670 and his e-mail is NCbluesky244@gmail.com 

 

As a Banquet Volunteer you will be guaranteed a seat a the banquet.  You might be working part 

of the time but we are planning for enough volunteers where everyone will have ample time to eat 

dinner and be a part of the celebration time. 

 

You can also be a part of our banquet by being a Spon-

sor.  Enclosed with this newsletter is a brochure and 

response form.  Your sponsorship will be recognized in the banquet program and our news-

letters.  Funds raised thorugh sponsorships are used to pay the costs of the banquet and pro-

vide for our First Responders to attend.  Any additional money raised through sponsorships 

goes toward the operational budget of Emergency Chaplains. 

 

It is because of the generosity of people just like you that it is possible for the ministry of 

Emergency Chaplains to continue taking the comfort of Christ to those in crisis.  Thank you 

for supporting us and praying for us.  Your partnership is greatly appreciated and is making 

an eternal difference. 

2014 Hometown Heroes (L-R) Jim Fox (Durham Co Sheriff), Christopher Walker (Durham PD) 

Andy Hiscock (Cary FD), Shannon Carson (Durham 911), CH Ralph Thompson, Laurel Nuyen (Durham PD) 

Brandon Pittman (Durham EMS), Mark Schell (Durham Co Fire), Mike Jobe (Durham Co Sheriff) 

Valinda Veasey and Shirley Colpitts serving 

at last year’s banquet. 

Carter Thompson visiting with Roland and 

Deborah Marsh at 2014 banquet. 
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A RIGHT AND A DUTY TO SURVIVE: WHY POLICE LIVES MATTER 

Every police officer in the nation who has 

been following the events in Ferguson, New 

York, Cleveland and Baltimore understands 

that “there but for the grace of God, go I.” 

Every time a man or woman who has sworn 

the oath “to protect and serve” goes out on 

patrol they are in harm’s way and may be 

called upon to protect themselves, a citizen, 

or another cop.  

 

The use of force is not an ‘if’ 

but a ‘when’ for us and when 

that moment inevitably comes, 

the possibility for it to go horri-

bly wrong is always present. 

Split-second decisions may 

have never-ending conse-

quences and there is absolutely 

no possible way to write a pro-

cedure or create a technique 

that will fully manage physical 

violence. 

 

This is one reality of the streets, 

and another is that every law enforcement 

officer has not only a right to survive, they 

have a duty to survive. They owe that duty 

to themselves, those who love them, and 

their communities. The harsh reality is that 

this may mean that they must kill in order to 

preserve their life and their safety. We must 

work to ensure that this message gets out 

and isn’t crushed under the weight of the 

politically correct talking heads and politi-

cians. 

 

No Cop Wants to Kill 
During an interview, the mother of Eric 

Garner — who died while being arrested by 

the New York Police Department — made a 

speech where she called the death of her son 

“a thrill kill” for the police. The media 

adored that phrase and played it repeatedly 

in their quest to fan flames and boost rat-

ings. The inconvenient truth is that when a 

death is accidental and results from a physi-

cal altercation where the intent was simply 

to take a suspect into custody, the psycho-

logical and emotional consequences can be 

devastating.  

 

No cop wants to kill, but every cop must be 

prepared to kill. Police officers know this — 

we have to find a way to help the public 

understand it, too. 

 

Further, because the men and women who 

have chosen law enforcement as career are 

human and not automatons, each will bring 

their unique perspective to the job, and this 

is a double-edged sword when it comes to 

use of force. The very diversity that police 

agencies seek out and encourage within 

their ranks also plays a role in how and 

when use of force decisions are made.  

For instance, a “street smart” officer who 

grew up in the inner city and had to use 

physicality growing up to protect them-

selves will assess danger differently than a 

person who grew up in a rural community 

and never had a fight in their life. Although 

their training in the Academy may be identi-

cal, they will perceive threats and responses 

to those threats very differently.  

 

Training is key to accomplish the police 

mission and is most critical when it comes 

to the “use of force.” It is because of train-

ing — and technology — that the number of 

officers murdered in the line of duty dimin-

ished since the 60s and 70s from hundreds 

to figures in the double digits today. The 

blood of police officers was running in the 

streets and the police profession realized 

that to protect officers, serious changes 

needed to be made.  

 

The need for officer survival training is 

critical and unfortunately continuing educa-

tion and proficiency in all areas of law en-

forcement is often lacking depending on the 

agency philosophy and budget. If the Fed-

eral government truly wanted to make posi-

tive efforts to improve American law en-

forcement, it would provide resources — 

both in terms of money and developing ad-

vanced training courses — to officers 

around the country.  

The technology in ‘shoot / don’t shoot’ 

training has improved dramatically yet is 

often prohibitively expensive for some 

agencies in the country, so many officers 

never gain access to it. This is unfair to the 

citizens in communities across this country 

as well as to the officers who protect them. 

Instead of discussing those types of issues 

which would be positive for law 

enforcement, we have heard how 

important it is to equip the police 

with body cameras.  

 

While body cameras could prove to 

be beneficial, it should not be por-

trayed as a method to protect the 

public from the police (which is 

how everyone from the President 

of the United States to the “talking 

heads” on news stations across 

America have presented it). In fact 

it is the police themselves who 

need the protection from those that 

make false claims of brutality, sex-

ual misconduct and discourtesy against 

them, that would probably benefit most.  

 

A Right to Survive 
The intensity and passion of the thousands 

of men and women around the country who 

have been participating in protests and un-

rest reveal that there are huge issues of mis-

understanding and distrust between Ameri-

can cops and the people that they serve.  

 

This is a tragedy. It’s especially tragic be-

cause the vast majority of men and women 

who have chosen law enforcement have 

dedicated themselves to the communities 

that they serve and protect. Countless acts 

of bravery, kindness, compassion, and em-

pathy take place each and every day in 

small rural communities and the largest of 

cities.  

 

Every law enforcement officer has a right to 

be proud of themselves and the men and 

women who stand beside them in their fight 

for justice just as they have the right and the 

duty to survive.  

 

Article by retired Lt. Randy Sutton, (Las 

Vegas Metropolitan Police Dept.)  To find 

our more about Randy and his work in hon-

oring those who serve, go to his website: 

ThePowerOfLegacy.com 

Chaplain Ralph with DPD officers Sgt. Love and 

Lt. Mock at last year’s banquet. 

http://thelegacychallenge.com/

